Economics/Personal Financial Literacy
McDonough High School

Teacher  		Mr. Ethan Moore		         			 
Email			ethan.moore@henry.k12.ga.us
Class Website		http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us 

Course Description  
Economics is a taken during a student’s senior year at McDonough High School. Successful completion of the class is a REQUIREMENT for graduation in the State of Georgia and Henry County. This course provides students with a basic foundation in the field of economics. The course has five sections: fundamental concepts, microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics, and personal finance. In each area, students are introduced to major concepts and themes concerning that aspect of economics.  There is an Final Exam associated with this course and the EOCT will be administered at the end of the semester/term.


Topics of Study and Course Goals 
Throughout each individual unit studied as a part of this class, each student will be expected to master the following concepts:  


1
Fundamentals I: Basic Economic Concepts
· Scarcity
· Productive Resources 
· Opportunity Cost 
· Division of Labor/Specialization
· Trade, Exchange, Interdependence 

Fundamentals II: Economic Systems
· Economic Systems
· Roles of Government
· Property Rights
· Income Distribution
· Incentives
· Market Failures
· Productivity
· Technology

Microeconomics
· Goods, Services & Money
· Entrepreneurs
· Human Capital
· Producers
· Consumers
· Profit
· Competition and Market Structures
· Markets and Prices
· Demand
· Supply
· Elasticity of Demand
· Price Ceilings and Floors
 

Macroeconomics
· Aggregate Demand
· Aggregate Supply
· Budget Deficits and Public Debt
· Business Cycles
· Employment and Unemployment
· Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
· Inflation
· Real vs. Nominal
· Economic Growth
· Monetary Policy and the Federal Reserve
· Fiscal Policy

International Economics
· Benefits of Trade
· Comparative & Absolute Advantage
· Balance of Trade and Balance of Payments
· Barriers to Trade
· Foreign Currency Markets/Exchange Rates

Personal Finance
· Decision-making/Cost-Benefit Analysis
· Money Management/Budgeting
· Credit
· Financial Markets
· Risk and Return
· Saving and Investing
· Compound Interest
· Insurance

Resources 

· Textbook – HMH 
· Online resources posted on class website (google classroom)

Supplies

· 1 composition notebook OR Spiral Notebook
· Writing utensils (pens and/or pencils – no red, pink, orange, yellow or gold ink!)
· Highlighters (optional)

Class Rules
These rules are in addition, and/or supplementary, to the rules and procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.
1. Promptly follow all instructions given.
2. Keep all body parts and belongings to yourself.  
3. Arrive on time and be in your seat when the bell rings.
4. Bring your notebook, paper, writing utensil(s) and other required course supplies to class every day.
5. Use only appropriate language in class.  
6. Raise your hand if you have a question or wish to speak.  
7. NO CELLPHONES OUT DURING THE OPENING AND INSTRUCTIONAL PERIOD OF CLASS.  
8. Each student will be treated as a young adult and will be expected to act accordingly.  The rules of common sense, civility and courtesy will be followed by all. 

Consequences for failure to follow any classroom rule outlined above or any instruction given include, but are not limited to:  verbal warning, parent contact, removal from the situation, afternoon detention and/or office referral.  These consequences may be applied in any order at the teacher’s discretion, depending on the nature and/or severity of the offense.  

Class Procedures
Grades 
· Assessments (Tests, Quizzes, Projects) – 40% 
· Classwork, Homework, Notebook Checks – 40%
· Total = 80%
· Final Exam – 20% 

Student Work Product
Each student is expected to do his/her own work. When working on group assignments, all students are expected to contribute to the group effort and pull their own weight when producing a group project.  

Cheating
Any form of cheating on any assignment, including on tests and/or quizzes will result in a grade of zero (0) for all involved.   Cheating may also result in a discipline referral.  


Classwork, Homework and Projects
All assignments may be written in ink or pencil, however do not use any variation of red, pink or orange ink.  Put your name and class period in the top right hand corner of the first page of each assignment.  Put your last name in the top right hand corner of each subsequent page of the assignment.  If you are present at school on the day an assignment is due, you are expected to submit that assignment on time.  

Quizzes
Weekly quizzes will be given periodically throughout the semester and will cover lecture notes, readings, videos and/or other assignments covered.  Additional, pop quizzes may be given at any time. 

Tests
Tests will be given at the end of each unit of study and will cover all in and out of class work, standards, concepts and essential questions related to that unit.

Make up Work
· It is your responsibility to get any class notes missed during your absence from another student in your class.
· It is your responsibility to collect any missed classwork or homework assignments from the teacher upon your return to school.  
· Classwork / Homework- If you are absent only one day, you will have one day to submit missed classwork upon your return to school. If your absence is longer, an appropriate amount of time will be allotted for you to make up missed work.  
· Tests or Quizzes - If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, you must schedule an appointment with me the day you return to make up that assessment.
· Make-up work must be turned in in the “Make-Up Work” basket.
· Failure to follow these make-up work procedures will result in a zero (0).
· You have till the END of the next Unit to complete ANY AND ALL classroom assignments before they will close permanently. 


BYOT (Bring Your Own Technology)
Cell phones, tablets and/or laptops may be used as part of lessons in this class this semester.  HOWEVER, cellphones are only allowed to be used with teacher permission and during the designated time in class. (All BYOT included lessons may also be accomplished without technology.)  These devices may be used ONLY as part of a lesson during a class period.  There will be times when earbuds/headphones will be required for a lesson, but otherwise headphones/earbuds should be put away during class. Other uses of these devices, outside of a class lesson, including listening to music, texting, chatting, social media, etc. is prohibited.  Unauthorized use of any electronic device may result in the device being confiscated and/or a discipline referral being issued. 

Contact
· All class information, including lecture notes, assignments, and the syllabus, will be posted to google classroom.
· I will send reminders to students (and parents who are signed up) regarding class deadlines via Remind! text messages on a regular basis throughout the semester.
· I will send messages via Infinite Campus at various times during the semester.  Parents, if you don’t have an IC account, please complete the steps outlined at the bottom of the signature sheet (next page) to sign up.
· Email is the BEST way to contact me.

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE

Student Name: _____________________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

I have read and understand this ECONOMICS syllabus for Mr. Moore’s class during the 1st Semester of the 2023-2024 school year.

Student signature: _______________________________________ DATE __________

Parent Signature: _______________________________________ DATE __________

Best way to contact parent/guardian:

Name 1: _________________________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Name 2: _________________________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Email 1: _______________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Email 2: _______________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Phone 1: ________________________________________CELL		WORK	HOME

Phone 2: ________________________________________CELL		WORK	HOME



PARENTS: You can access the Infinite Campus Online Portal to view your student’s grades and attendance whenever and as frequently as you wish.  Detailed directions on setting up an account can be found on the MHS main page under the section labeled “Infinite Campus – Parent/Student Information”.  You will need an activation key if you are creating a new account.  Please visit https://campus.henry.k12.ga.us/cparent to obtain your activation key.  You will need to provide the student’s social security number, birthday, and student number.  If you already have an account, your username and password will remain the same.  If you forgot your log on information, go to the portal website and click ‘problems logging in’ located next to the log in button.  You will need to enter the appropriate email address and the system will email your log on information back to you.  If you continue to have problems, please contact the Counselor’s Office.  A list of FAQ’s is available at: www.henry.k12.ga.us/campusportal. 
